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ITEM NO: EMH—E‘ ’ DATE: 27 JULY 1974
SUBJECT: THE MILITARY SITUATION IN SOUTH VIETNAM

25X1

COMMUNIST MILITARY FORCES IN QUANG NAM PROVINCE ARE CONTINUING
CARTILLERY AND GROUND ASSAULTS AGAINST SOUTH VIETNANMESE POSITIONS
AT THE DISTRICT CAPITAL OF DUC DUC {AN HOAY}. A GOVERNENENT PRESS
SPOKESHMAN SAID THE COMNUNISTS FOLLOWED UP A 10,000 ROUND ARTILLERY
BARRAGE THIS MORNING UITH GROUND ATTACKS: #8F HE CLAIMED THAT

OVER 1-100 COMHUNISTS WERE KILLED. MOSTLY FROM AIRSTRIKES.

25X1 GENERAL TROUNG.

25X1 SAYS HE HAS ENOUGH FORCES TO

CONTAIN COMMUNIST ATTACKS IN THE REGION. GENERAL THI. ON THE
DATE : 25X1

ORIG:
UNIT:
EXT:
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CONCERNED THAT HE DOES NOT HAVE éNOUGH MEN TO DEFEND HIS AREA-
IF BTHE NORTH VIETNAMESE LAUNCH ATTACKS. HE HAS COMPLAINED TO
TROUNG ABOUT THE WITHDRAUWAL OF ONE OF HIS REGIMENTS TO @UANG NAN
AND CLAIMS THAT IT HAS WEAKENED HIS DEFENSES AROUND HUE.
COMMUNIST FROGHMEN BLEW UP A SRIDGE SPAN THIS MORNING ON
ROUTE 1 NORTHWEST OF DANANG- TEMPORARILY CLOSING THE ONLY LAMD
LINK TO GOVERNMENT FORCES AT HUE AND QUANG TRI. THE‘BRIDGE WILL
BE REPAIRED EVENTUALLY. BUT THE SABOTAGE WILL HAﬁPER GOVERNMENT
FORCES AT LEAST FOR.THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. THE ACTION POINTS
UP THE COMMUNIST STRATEGY OF CUTTING KEY HIGHWAYS TO HINDE& RE-

SUPPLY AND RELOCATION OF GOVERNMENT TROOPS.

IN THE HIGHLANDS

NORTH‘VIETNANESE UNITS HAVE LAUNCHED HEAVY ATTACKS AGAINST THE
RANGER OUTPOST AT MANG BUK NORTH OF KONTUM CITY. SINCE THE SOUTH

VIETNAMESE HAVE SAID THE QUTPOST IS INDEFENSiBLE1 THEY PRESUMABLY

HAVE ALREADY ADANDONED IT.

ACTION HAS INCREASED IN COASTAL

DATE:
ORIG:
UNYT

EXT: 25X1
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SINH DINH PROVINCE. PROBAGLY TO DRAW SOME ATTENTION AWAY FRON
THE FIGHTING IN KONTUM AND AQUANG NAM. MOST OF THE ATTACKS SO FAR
HAVE BEEN AGAINST AIR BASES. HIGHWAYS, AND STORAGE FACILITIES.

INDICATE THAT

 THE COMMUNIST &TH AND ?TH DIVISIONS MAY BE PLANNING INCREASED

ACTION SOON IN MILITARY REGION 3. GOVERNMENT COMMANDERS FEEL THE
5TH WILL MOVE IN FROM CAMBODIA TO TAY NIMH PROVINCE AND THAT THE

?TH WILL ATTACK IN BINH DUONG PROVINCE. GOVERNMENT COMMANDERS

HAVE EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT. IF BOTH DIVISIONS ATTACK AT ABOUT

THE SANE TIME. SOUTH VIETNAHESE FORCES MAY BE UNABLE TO CONTAIN

ALL THE ACTION. GOVERNMENT UNITS IN THAT AREA TOOK A BEATING IN

HEAVY FIGHTING FROM MAY THROUGH THE FIRST OF JULY AND NEED - 25X1

ADDITIONAL TIME TO REST AND REFIT. 25X1

{SPECTAL DISTRIBUTION: EAP DIV AND NIO | |

25X1

25X1

RELEASING OFFICER COORDINATING OFFICERS AUTHENTICATING OFFICER

€1 ASSIFICATION REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING OFFICE iS PROHIBITED

Approved For Release 2005/06/13 : CIA-RDP78501932A000100140075-1

FORM =
AC USE PREVIOUS




